
Tēnā koutou, 
Malo e lelei, 
Talofa lava
Welcome to the first edition 
of It’s all about Māngere 
Bridge, brought to you by 
Friends of the Farm.
We’re a dedicated bunch of locals 
who meet monthly and do activities 
to build community, reduce waste 
and care for our natural environment. 
Our vision is of a caring, connected, 
wastewise community. 

A community newsletter is a great 
way to connect every household 
in Māngere Bridge, and to share 
what’s happening in our patch. 
The above whakataukī or proverb, 
E koekoe te tūī, e ketekete te kākā, e 
kūkū te kererū, reminds us to value 
our diversity as a community.
“The tūī chatters, the parrot gabbles 
and the wood pigeon coos.” The 
many birds in the forest make up 
the bird song; we are all unique and 
contribute to the world around us. 
We invite anyone who lives or works 
in Māngere Bridge to contribute 
to this community newsletter. 
Send us your news, stories, events, 
activities, actions and achievements. 

If you run a local business, take 
the opportunity to buy some 
advertising space (on the back page). 
And if you can help in other ways,  
let us know!
Everyone’s contributions will help 
make the newsletter relevant, keep 
us informed about what’s happening 
locally, and reflect our rich diversity. 
Send us an email to: friends@fof.nz
A special thank you to Māngere 
Ōtāhuhu Local Board for helping 
to establish this newsletter. We’re 
also very grateful to FreshChoice 
for their ongoing sponsorship.
Ngā mihi koutou – greetings to all.
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Tararata 
Stream
Did you know that you 
live very close to a fish 
that’s rarer than a kiwi?
The giant kōkopu has recently 
been found in the Tararata 
Stream, which runs parallel 
to Bader Drive in Māngere.
Julia Tu’ineau is excited by the 
discovery. The Māngere Bridge 
local and other members of 
the Tararata Stream Team 
have been involved in looking 
after the stream since 2004. 
“This stream is almost all 
that’s left of a broad wetland 
which kept Māori supplied 
with plentiful food, then was 
drained by European settlers 
for fertile farmland,” she says. 
“Since that time, much of the land 
has been covered with buildings 
and roads, and most of the streams 
have been piped underground.”
Plans are afoot to work with 
tangata whenua, nearby residents, 
freshwater ecologists, and 
developers Kāinga Ora to create 
a welcoming habitat for fish 
and other native creatures.
“We hope also to develop a place 
for people to relax, and a learning 
place for local schools studying the 
cycles of elements and energy, and 
the migrations and establishment 
of plant, fish and bird communities, 
in the heart of Māngere,” says Julia.
The Tararata Stream Team’s work 
has recently been recognised by 

their nomination as one of only 
three finalists in the national 
Community Environmental 
Initiative Award, hosted by 
Keep New Zealand Beautiful. 
Julia is pleased that the long years 
of behind-the-scenes work is being 
acknowledged. “I hope that this 
award nomination brings attention 
to the stream, its inhabitants 
and its potential,” she says. 

“With increased 
local interest, 
this area 
could become 
a beautiful 
destination, 
with flourishing 
biodiversity and 
healthy people.”
Julia realises 
the negative 
impacts that 
Covid-19 can 

have on communities. However, 
she encourages anyone with spare 
time and an enthusiasm for the 
outdoors to join the team for a 
planting day, stream clean-up or 
to learn more about the stream.
“You will leave with a renewed 
sense of purpose, having spent 
time outside and contributed in 
a community effort to benefit the 
Māngere environment,” she says.
Visit the Tararata Stream 
Team Facebook page if you’d 
like to know more.

LOCAL TREASURE

OUR COMMUNITYOUR PEOPLE

Hi, my name is Emily. 
I grew up in Māngere 
Bridge and attended 
Waterlea Primary. 
I’m a musician and Social 
Media Manager for a Pacific 
health organisation. 
I graduated from university in 
2018 with a Bachelor of Com-
merce and Bachelor of Music. 
I’m so proud of graduating, 
because it was a village effort.
My family sacrificed a lot 
for my siblings and me to 
have the opportunities 
we’ve been afforded.  

I’ve been 
lucky to 
have some 
amazing 
experiences, 
like serving 
as a World 
Vision Youth 
Ambassador 
in Malawi, 
and working 
alongside 
communities 
affected 

by climate change in the 
Solomon Islands.
I wish people could see more 
of the amazing things that 
happen in South Auckland. 
We often get negative stories 
through mainstream media – 
instead of the incredible success 
stories, the positive impact and 
strong leaders, both young and 
old, who contribute to Aotearoa 
in a beautiful and inspiring way.
When I’ve got a few hours 
to spare, I head to the 
studio to make music! 

“I wish 
people 
could 
see more 
of the 
amazing 
things that 
happen 
in South 
Auckland.” 

Emily Muli
ONE OF US

“I hope 
this award 
nomination 
brings 
attention 
to the 
stream, its 
inhabitants, 
and its 
potential.”

It’s All About Māngere Bridge

Want to advertise or contribute? 
Email friends@fof.nz  
or message us on 
Facebook:  
@FriendsOfTheFarm 
MangereBridge

Although every effort 
has been made to  
ensure the accuracy 
of the information 
contained in this pub-
lication, the publisher 
can accept no liability 
for any inaccuracies 
that may occur.

BEAUTIFUL AWARDS
FINALIST2020

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVE AW
ARD



Welcome leadership from FreshChoice 
Shane and 
Marcella bought 
Māngere Bridge 
FreshChoice over 
two years ago. 
They leapt at the op-
portunity to buy our 
local supermarket, 
appreciating our neigh-
bourhood’s beautiful 
setting, village feel, 
and community spirit. 
In preparation for 
becoming a first-time 
supermarket owner, 
Shane volunteered for 
a year at Waimauku’s 
FreshChoice, where 
he trained in every 
department. 
He and Marcella are 
customer-driven. You’ll 
often see Shane working 
on the supermarket 
floor, and he’s on a 
first-name basis with 
many customers.
The couple go to great 
lengths to ensure our 
FreshChoice is clean, has 
stacked shelves and is 
staffed by locals as well 

as familiar faces hired 
by the previous owners. 
They also welcome 
customer suggestions 
– including ideas 
for new products. 
During Covid-19, many 
residents appreciated 
the care Shane and 
Marcella put in to 
keeping everyone safe. 
Their first priority was 
the health and well- 
being of their staff. 
They installed screens 
at the check-out 
counters and prepped 
staff with PPE gear, 
sourcing supplies from 
anywhere they could. 
They quickly recruited 
locals Sala and his team 
as security to ensure 
the right number of 
shoppers in the store 
at any time, as well as 
maintaining hygiene 
requirements. (How 
could you not feel safe 
with Sala on the job!) 
Shane and Marcella’s 
footing in our commu-
nity was further solid-

ified when serious con-
cerns were raised about 
removing the main 
entry to the carpark 
beside FreshChoice. 
Shane said he was ready 
to put a fork hoist in 
the way to halt the 
closure of the entrance.
Our village came out 
in force to support – 
ringing and writing to 
Auckland Transport 
to advocate keeping 
both entrances open. 
The result? A fantastic 
win for our community 
and a true example 
of what people can 
do when we all 
come together.
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Community 
& Watercare
In the 1970s, concerned 
residents began meeting with 
the operators of the Māngere 
wastewater treatment plant to 
address the plant’s impact on the 
community and the harbour. 
The Watercare Community 
Liaison Group now meets 
quarterly as a requirement of the 
company’s resource consent. 
Recent updates
• Midges (small flies) mostly 
appear from September to 
December. Midge traps are 
monitored weekly, and sludge in 
the outlet channel is disturbed to 
disrupt hatching larvae. Mature 
midges that settle in nearby trees 
are sprayed with growth inhibitor. 
• Four odour complaints were 
received over the past three 
months. Watercare asks the public 
to report odours, so it can stay 
on top of any issues. All reports 
are investigated. To make a 
report, please call 09 44 22 222, 
or visit www.watercare.co.nz/
Faults-outages/Report-a-fault
• Work is underway on the  
central interceptor tunnel,  
which will run from Grey 
Lynn to our Māngere plant. 
This project is designed to 
better manage Auckland’s 
stormwater run-off and help 
make our waterways cleaner. 
While the tunnel is being built, 
Watercare land along 
Greenwood Rd will be used 
temporarily to store the 
basalt rock that is extracted.
Once completed, the 14.7km 
tunnel will be the longest 
in New Zealand. At 
4.5m in diameter, it 
will be high enough 
to fit a giraffe, and 
wide enough to fit four 
rhino side by side!

COMMUNITY LEADERS AGENCY UPDATE

WASTEWISE 
TIP Make 
crunchy croutons 
for soups or salads 
using stale bread. 
Cut bread into 
cubes, toss with 
seasoning and 
olive oil, and bake.

LIVING LOCAL

‘LIVING LOCAL’ 
EVENINGS  
IN NOVEMBER
Join Friends of the Farm this 
month to find out what’s hap-
pening locally, and learn about 
some of the many groups 
contributing to our diverse, 
welcoming community.
Hear from Māngere Mountain 
Education Centre, Watercare, 
the ‘bridge rebuild’ project, 
Residents & Ratepayers, and 
local community groups. 

Whether you’ve just moved to 
Māngere Bridge, or have lived 
here for decades, you’re bound 
to learn something new. 
Come to one session or all three! 
When: Wed 4, 11 & 18 November, 
 7:30pm – 9:30pm (refreshments 
kindly provided by real estate 
agent Jacinta Kerrigan)
Where: Ambury Farm Barn,  
43 Ambury Rd, Māngere Bridge
Registration is helpful, but not 
essential. To register, or if your 
local group wants to be involved, 
please email us: friends@fof.nz
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Person of few words? We hear you. 
Say it all with a mini ad. (18 x 59.5mm 

for $25.) Email: friends@fof.nz
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For more info, 
and to book your 
spot, email:
friends@fof.nz

WHAT’S ON

Junior & Senior Softball 
Registrations are now open. 
Games for First Hits (4-6 
years), Tball (6-9 years) and 
Rookie Ball (9-10 years) are 
on Friday nights on Māngere 
Mountain. Arrive 5:30pm for 
a 5:45pm start, followed by 
prize-giving in the club rooms. 
Start date Friday, 13 Nov 2020. 
Find out more at www.sporty.
co.nz/onehungasoftball/

Living Local Evenings  
Wednesday 4, 11 & 18 
November, 7:30pm to 9:30pm, 
in the barn at Ambury 
Farm. Learn more about 
what’s on in the Bridge. 

Māngere Bridge Residents 
& Ratepayers Association 
meets at 7:30pm on the second 
Wednesday of every month at 
the St James Church Hall on 
Church Rd. Annual subscription 
$5 per household. New 
members always welcome.

Māngere Bridge Playcentre 
holds sessions on Mon,  
Tues, Wed & Fri, 9:15am- 
12:15pm. Domain Rd. For  
more info, ph. 09 634 9141,  
or visit them on Facebook  
@mangerebridgeplaycentre

Māngere Bridge Scouts meet 
on Tuesdays at 11 Taylor Rd. 
Keas: 6pm to 7pm, Cubs: 6pm 
to 7:30pm, and Scouts & 
Venturers: 7pm to 9pm.  
Find them on Facebook  
@mangerebridgescouts
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CHECK IT OUT

Community 
Calendar: Submit 
your local & regional 
community events 
at https://about 
mangerebridge.nz 


