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See a new side of your mountain
The Māngere Mountain 
Education Centre sits within 
beautiful gardens on the 
side of Te Pane ō Mataoho 
on Coronation Road.
BY SHARLEEN McCLAY

The heart of the Centre are our 
guides, Leilani, Elleshia and Ayla, 
and our gardener, Koro Richard. 
Their combined knowledge of  
Te Ao Māori, Te Pane ō Mataoho, 
volcanic history and traditional 
gardening mean that your visit 
will both teach you something and 
spark an interest to learn more.
The Centre is a busy educational  
hub filled daily with groups from 

the community and all levels 
of education from early child-
hood through to tertiary.  
Groups arrive to a karanga and 
mihi whakatau welcoming them 
and introducing the maunga and 
guides. They then proceed up the 
maunga on a hīkoi that focuses on 
either Māori or volcanic history. 
Our guides take the lead, pointing 
out significant areas of interest and 
helping people to imagine life on 
our maunga in pre-European times. 
Once back at the Centre, groups 
take part in a variety of activities 
from planting and harvesting kū-
mara, to working with harakeke 
(flax) or learning about the heal-

ing properties of plants in the 
māra rongoā (medicinal garden).
During the school holidays, we  
generally offer both our Māori and 
volcanic hīkoi to the public, so  
please come join us! It’s a great  
opportunity to meet our guides, 
stretch your legs and deepen your 
knowledge of our area. 
Check out our Facebook page, or 
search for ‘Māngere Mountain’ on 
www.eventfinda.co.nz to confirm 
dates and times.
Keep an eye out for our upcom-
ing open days in Kīngi Tāwhiao’s 
cottage, an amazing piece of New 
Zealand and local history lovingly 
restored and moved to our grounds.
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Housing intensification 
raises concerns
Increasing housing density 
is needed to meet Auck-
land’s housing shortage.  
In Māngere Bridge various 
housing developments are 
underway or planned.
But some locals are worried 
about road safety, the pressure 
on tiring infrastructure, and 
impacts on the greater Māngere 
Bridge community. Will we be 
able to retain our village feel?
On some sections in our neigh-
bourhood, where there was once a 
single dwelling, six to eight units 
have sprung up, or soon will. This 
means two cars could increase 
to 16 or more, with drivers vy-
ing for parking on the streets. 
A minimum of 62 new dwellings 
will be built on Taylor Road  
in the coming year. 
On just 4,000m2, 31 units will 
be built, with on-site parking 
for one vehicle per dwelling. 
Additional cars and visitor 
parking will create considerable 
vehicle overflow onto Taylor 
Road and dangers for local 
pedestrians, especially school 
children and elderly residents. 
At the corner of Taylor and 
Coronation Roads, 22 new 
apartments will be built, some 
with no allocated parking. This 
development will put pressure on 
street parking, with detrimental 

effects on Māngere Bridge School, 
which has no staff car park.
A large number of rubbish and 
recycle bins clogging footpaths 
is another concern, as is an 
increase in noise levels. 

It’s unclear what, 
if any, planning 
is underway 
for increased 
parking require-
ments in the 
village and who 
will decide.
Taylor Road 
residents affect-
ed by these 
developments 
and other 

locals have banded together 
to express their concerns. 
They feel Auckland Council and 
the developers have not adequately 
engaged with the community, 
especially affected neighbours, or 
considered the need to create an 
environment that existing and new 
residents will be proud to live in. 
If you are concerned, contact the 
Māngere-Ōtāhuhu Local Board 
or Auckland Council directly.
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“...seeing a young 
woman of colour 
perform gives them 
confidence and courage 
to be themselves.” 

ONE OF US

“...where 
there was  
once a 
single 
dwelling, 
six to eight 
units have 
sprung up, 
or soon 
will.”
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Although every effort 
has been made to  
ensure the accuracy 
of the information 
contained in this pub-
lication, the publisher 
can accept no liability 
for any inaccuracies 
that may occur.

Sapati 
Apa-Fepulea’i
Hi, my name is Sapati. 
I’m a singer and music/
song writer, as well as a 
freelance editor/director/
presenter for Fresh TV, a 
youth Pasifika TV show. 
Growing up, I lived in Māngere 
Bridge and Wellington. 
I attended Queen Margaret  
College, Wellington East Girls’ 
College, Auckland Girls’ Gram-
mar and King’s College. These 
different schools gave me great 
experiences and exposure to 
a wide variety of people.
My stage name is Disciple Pati.  
My backing band consists of 
friends from King’s and my 
sister Hinauri. We’ve performed 
at different venues, including 
the Auckland Arts Festival. 

Share the joy 
of gardening
Do you love to garden? 
Keen to share your skill 
with others? Come join 
Auckland Teaching 
Gardens’ team! 
We teach the community basic 
gardening skills on our seven 
sites across South Auckland. We 
are currently looking for a Course 
Tutor and Garden Mentor. 

Course Tutor
You will be responsible for deliv-
ering our Level 2 equivalent hor-
ticulture courses and one-time 
sessions to at-risk individuals. 
Small groups learn all the  
basics to start their own sus-
tainable home garden – from 
soil prep to harvest, includ-
ing rain-catchment and pest 
and disease management. 
Courses range from four to eight 
weeks with the goal of taking 
each group through one growth 
cycle in their dedicated plots. 

Garden Mentor
You will be present at one of our 
garden sites on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays (9am – 1pm) to assist 
community members growing 
on their own plots within our gar-
den, as well as maintaining the 
overall garden and example plot. 
Five-hour days, you choose 
how many days you’d like to 
work. Locations vary – Mān-
gere, Papatoetoe, Manurewa. 
These are paid positions and 
all applications are welcome! 
Email admin@aucklandteach-
inggardens.co.nz today!

St James Church: Celebrating Life & Death
Māngere Bridge is 
a community with 
a story. A special 
chapter is the story 
of St James church. 
BY REV. MARK BARNARD 

It’s hard to miss the little 
stone church surround-
ed by the urupā. This 
site is significant for 
both Māori and Pākehā. 
Built in the 1850s by 
tangata whenua, from 
volcanic rock sourced 
from Te Pane ō Mataoho, 
it is of this land.
Tamati Ngāpora, cousin 
of the first Māori King, 
Pōtatau Te Wherowhe-
ro, was a key figure in 
the construction of the 
chapel. His cooperation 
with Bishop Selwyn 
demonstrated an early 
bicultural partnership. 
But such positive collab-
oration was short lived, 
as in 1863 Governor Grey 

unjustly confiscated 
the land. As the Crown 
then orchestrated war 
down into the Waikato, 
much more land was 
stolen and many lives 
lost. The church and 
urupā were later re-
turned, but the deeper 
damage was done.
Much has happened in 
our place since then. The 
church and urupā re-
main as a sacred centre 
and living symbols of 
the celebration and me-
morial of life and death. 
As an Anglican church, 
St James embodies 
something of the Pākehā 
story here. As an urupā 
of the Tainui people, 
the cemetery holds the 
story of tangata whenua. 
These stories sit togeth-
er, inviting a friendship. 
The church welcomes, 
baptises, marries, fare-
wells, and tells a story 

of faith. The urupā is 
a place of final rest, 
where bodies are held 
by the land, and tears 
are met with memories. 
Our stories connect; 
they constantly remind 
us of the connection 
between life and death 
and that as neighbours 
we need each other in 
all our rich diversities. 
Māngere Bridge is a 
vibrant community. 
Our lives are enriched 
when we take time to 
hear its stories. The 
more we learn the 
more we grow, as the 
people of this place.
St James meets every 
Sunday at 9:00am, 
including a kids pro-
gramme. Our bilingual 
worship service, Te 
Kare o ngā Wai is held 
on the 2nd Sunday of 
each month at 6:30pm. 
Nau mai, haere mai.

If in doubt, 

check out  

www.recycle 

right.co.nz

A friendly reminder about  
what can be recycled 

– and where.
Oral care products: Put the  
cardboard box for toothpaste  
into household recycling. Take 
other items to do with clean- 
ing your teeth to the library  
or Waterlea School.
Batteries: Take to the library.
Bubble wrap & soft plastics:
Take to Countdown Māngere or 
Māngere East, Pak’n’Save Māngere 
or Royal Oak, and The Warehouse 
or Huckleberry Farms, Royal Oak.
Polystyrene/Styrofoam: 
Take to Mitre10 in Onehunga.

Electric cables & e-waste: Visit 
www.computerrecycling.co.nz

INORGANIC COLLECTIONS
Remember to book in for the 
Auckland Council inorganic waste 
collection. Before you do, con-
sider donating or selling items.
The inorganic collection takes 
large and small appliances, 
furniture, sporting items like 
bicycles and gym equipment, 
outdoor equipment, outdoor 
furniture and electronics. 
For a full list and to 
make a booking 
visit the Auckland 
Council website: 
www.auckland-
council.govt.nz

RECYCLING RIGHT

I am learning to sew clothes to 
wear on stage. I wish the mu-
sic industry focused more on 
respecting talent, instead of 
expecting women performers 
to conform to outdated expec-
tations about presentation. 
I love performing, baring my 
soul through the music. After my 
shows, I’ve had young women 
come up and tell me that see-
ing a young woman of colour 
perform gives them confidence 
and courage to be themselves. 
 See Disciple Pati on Facebook:  
fb.watch/4fKtLpt7aC/
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WHAT’S ON

Hula JazFitness 
Mon & Fri, 6–7pm. 
Māngere Mountain 
Education Centre, 100 
Coronation Rd. Adults 
$5, Seniors/Students 
$3, under-15yrs free.

MoveWithUs: Waterlea 
School, 17 House Ave 
(Term-time only). Wed, 
6:30–7:30pm. Mix of 
dance-fitness, hand-
weights, & fusion-yoga 

for cardio, strength 
& flexibility. Sun, 
3–3:45pm. Fusion-
yoga. $7 per class. 
Bring water & a yoga 
mat if you have one.

Fitlife Sat, 6–7am. 
Meet at the Village 
shops. Everyone is 
welcome to join in & 
walk together. Inspi-
rational, fun & FREE. 

Free activities for 
seniors Bridge Court, 
7 Coronation Rd. 
Exercise classes Tue  

& Fri, 10:30–11:30am (All 
welcome). Computers & 
Tech Wed, 10am. Learn 
to navigate a computer 
or mobile phone. Bible 
Study Wed, 1pm, with 
papa Brian Chitty. Art, 
Craft & Hobbies Thu 
10:30–2:30pm with Josie, 
Aunty Vaine & Tina. 

Sweatlab Restorative 
Fitness Pram Fit (for 
mums) Thu, 10:15am, 
War Memorial Hall, 23 
Domain Rd. Find out 
more @Sweatlabnz on 
Facebook or Instagram.

Community Calendar 
Email us your events:
friends@fof.nz 

For an honest job at competitive rates

Electrician • Electrical Inspection 
 New Work • Alterations • Maintenance  
Troubleshooting • Data & Audio Cabling 

Phone Points • Stove Repairs  
 Hot Water Connections & Repairs

18 HASTIE AVE, MĀNGERE BRIDGE

•

•

HELP LOCALS 
BUY LOCAL.

ADVERTISE HERE
Email: friends@fof.nz


