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Restoring the mauri of our Maunga
Pūriri, nīkau, kōwhai, kāra-
muramu (coprosma) and 
wharariki (mountain flax) are 
just some of the native species 
planted by Māngere Bridge 
community volunteers on Te 
Pane o Mataoho/Te Ara Pūeru 
/Māngere Mountain during 
this year’s planting season.
Working with the Tūpuna Maunga 
Authority (TMA), some 40 volun-
teers braved a gloomy morning to 
plant almost 3000 natives on a 
previously modified slope above 
the Māngere Bridge Scout Hall.

‘Previously modified’ means that 
the underlying archaeological fab-
ric has already been altered, e.g., 
by quarrying or bulldozing.
The impressive planting number 
was reached despite a thunder-
storm cutting the session short. 

TMA conservation advisor Jordan 
Winiata says, ‘We’ve had to wait 
two years to plant this site due to 
COVID-19 and that makes us all 
the more stoked about the 3000 
new plants. They bring the total 
planted on this Maunga over four 
planting seasons to 20,000.’

Reinstating the ecosystem
The young natives contribute to rein-
stating and reconnecting the ecology 
and biodiversity of the Maunga.

‘Our planting is done with the utmost 
respect for the archaeological and 
cultural values of the Maunga,’ says 
TMA Kaiwhakahaere Nick Turoa. 
‘We interweave culturally significant 
planting – for rongoā (tradition-
al medicine), raranga (weaving), 
whakairo (carving), and kai – to 
help retain mātauranga Māori.’ 
The planting restores a WF7 ‘Pūriri 
forest’ ecosystem which is not only 

endangered, but also represents the 
ngāhere (forest) that tūpuna would 
have experienced when they lived 
on the Maunga. Thriving in volcanic 
soil, this ecosystem once covered 
much of Auckland’s volcanic field.

Restoration and beyond 
Both Jordan and Nick are quick to 
credit their teammates’ mahi, which 
has seen tracks significantly upgrad-
ed to protect the Maunga and will 
see the opening of a ground-break-
ing whānau ātea (family space) 
in the days before Christmas.
Future community volunteer plant-
ing and restoration days will be 
needed to help the TMA team max-
imise the biodiversity and ecological 
connections with the Maunga. 
If you’re interested in volun-
teering for planting days in 2023, 
please email maungavolunteers@
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Planting day at Te Pane o Mataoho/Te Ara Pūeru/Māngere Mountain – June 2022 | Photo: Brooke Waterson, Tūpuna Maunga Authority



Friends of the  
Farm turns 10! 

Ten years of making a difference in Māngere Bridge.
In July 2012 a group of locals met 
at Ambury Regional Park with 
the idea to form a friends group. 
We already knew we had a great 
community, with role models who 
were making sure that the area 
continued as a great place to live. 
Our vision was to create a car-
ing, connected, wastewise com-
munity in Māngere Bridge.

A decade of giving
Since then, Friends of the Farm 
(FOF) members have donated 
over 8000 hours of their time to 
a wide range of initiatives, activ-
ities, workshops and events de-
signed to help people connect. 
Working in partnership with the 
local Library, we set up a recycling 
hub for batteries, razor blades and 
oral-care waste, plus a collection 
of cool fabric bags to use in place of 
plastic bags. A community orchard 
was established and maintained.
Throughout this time the local 
Residents and Ratepayers Associa-
tion has supported and assisted us.

Highlights & recognition
Our latest achievements are 
our website and the newsletter 
you’re reading right now – both of 

which aim to connect locals and 
visitors with everything Mān-
gere Bridge has to offer. 
Our work was recognised last month, 
when a FOF member was highly 
commended in the ‘Growing the 
Movement’ category at the Tāma-
ki Makaurau Zero Waste Awards.
Also in November, FOF was delighted 
to present Frances Hancock with the 
inaugural Māngere Bridge Commu-
nity Spirit Award – in recognition of 
her remarkable and quiet service to 
the community. Janine Nillesen and 
Caroline Walmsley, who have been 
with FOF since the outset, received 
Founding Members Awards for 
their ongoing commitment to FOF.
The excellent toast in the sidebar 
captures all that is wonderful about 
FOF and our journey to date!

Looking ahead
Our next challenge will be helping 
Auckland Council promote the roll-
out of the Food Scraps collections 
in our community (to reduce the 
amount of food-waste going to land-
fill) as part of our Wastewise focus. 
Keep up to date with what’s hap-
pening at FOF and in Māngere Bridge 
at https://aboutmangerebridge.nz/

It’s All About Māngere Bridge
Want to advertise or contribute?  
Visit https://aboutmangerebridge.nz/
Email: friends@fof.nz or  
find us on Facebook  
@FriendsOfTheFarm 
MangereBridge

Although every effort 
has been made to  
ensure the accuracy 
of the information 
contained in this news-
letter, the publisher 
can accept no liability 
for any inaccuracies 
that may occur.
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Māngere Bridge Residents & Ratepayers
Our local residents 
and ratepayers 
association was 
established in the 
1960s to fight the 
menace of midges 
and smells from the 
then-new Drainage 
Board ponds in the 
Manukau Harbour. 
The Association’s present 
objectives are to main-
tain and safeguard the 
interests of the residents 
of Māngere Bridge and 
to support organisations 
which operate for the 
benefit of the community.

For all residents 
Membership is open to 
all residents of Mān-
gere Bridge, and costs 
$5 per family per year. 

Meetings are held in 
the St James Church 
hall at 7:00pm on the 
second Wednesday of 
every month (except 
January). New members 
can join at the meeting.

Local issues;  
local voices 
Last month, Dr Mike 
Wilcox, a retired for-
estry scientist who 
lives in Māngere Bridge, 
presented a talk on 
the significant trees 
in Māngere Bridge 
and Ambury Farm. 
Earlier in the year, the 
five major mayoral-
ty contenders were 
hosted to a question 
and answer session. 
We have had representa-
tives from the Ghella- 

Abergeldie joint venture 
who are constructing a 
4.5m diameter tunnel 
for Watercare under 
the Manukau Harbour. 
Town planners from 
Auckland Council have 
attended to explain 
why Māngere Bridge 
needs multi-level 
apartments without 
adequate vehicle access 
or off-street parking. 
We have also kept 
pressure on Healthy 
Waters to prosecute 
Allnex Industries who 
released 5000 litres 
of a chemical into the 
Manukau Harbour. 
For more info  
email the Association  
at mbridge.rra@
gmail.com

AGENCY UPDATE

IT’S ALL ABOUT MĀNGERE BRIDGE | ISSUE #5 – DECEMBER 202202

CELEBRATING CONNECTIONS

A toast to Friends 
of the Farm

By Caroline Walmsley

Let’s look back to the 
start, with Frances and J9

And an idea of community, 
family (and wine)

We started with farm day 
making paper with seed

Which was such full-on work 
that we decided we’d need…

To do something more 
wastewise, which was 
more Council-focused

So we manned the bins, 
with aroha and purpose

We’ve done workshops on 
compost, bokashi and felt

We’ve made ice cream – with 
salt ice, so it didn’t melt

We did night walks and sweet 
talks and living locally

And a barn dance (which we 
loved – just Mere and me)
We’ve done pop-ups and 

clean-ups down by the sea
And a great family picnic 
with water slide – free!

We’ve recycled, upcycled, 
collected and made

Plastic bags, eco stuff, 
tote bags, and paid…
...For batteries, razors 

and oral care too
To go to the right place – 
it’s what you should do

In the orchard we all work 
with one aim in mind

To keep locals fed with 
the food that they find

And lately we have mountain 
bike paths in our sight

And a repair café – quarterly 
– maybe, we might…

We’ve loved working together 
through bad times and good

And throughout it all we 
have still understood:

Keep it easy and simple, 
with friends we’ll be able
To follow our interests, 
supported and stable
We’ve lasted a decade 
– just over ten years –
Hears to the next ten! 

Come, everyone, cheers!

Rasheed Ahmed
Hi, I am Rasheed from 
local business Hammer 
Hardware. I am a Fiji-
born Indian who came 
to New Zealand in 1986.
I’m married, with three children. 
One of my daughters is an ac-
countant, my son is an Air New 
Zealand pilot, and my younger 
daughter is in high school.

‘I enjoy working in  
Māngere Bridge as the 
people are so friendly...’
My first job in NZ was at the 
Nissan car assembly plant, 
where I was a Paint Supervisor.
After the closure of the plant in 
1997, I moved to the Distribution 

Department and I worked as the 
Distribution Manager until 2005.
In my hardware store I do a lot of 
key cutting and sell a wide range 
of hardware as well as timber. 
I enjoy working in Māngere 
Bridge as people are so friendly 
and the village-like atmosphere 
is a real plus. I reckon I’ll still be 
here in ten years’ time, sell-
ing hardware items to locals. 

ONE OF US

OUR PEOPLE

OUR COMMUNITY

LOCAL TREASURE

Summer 
planting tips
Kelly from Whenua 
Warrior says, ‘Anything 
you want to eat in two 
to three months’ time 
should be planted today!’ 
Think fruits like blueberries, 
strawberries and melons; vege-
tables like capsicums, tomatoes, 
spring onions, and lettuce; and 
herbs like basil and thyme.
Plant now to continue the 
feast throughout the year! 
January, February and March are 
our true summer months when 
the garden flourishes. Keep 
your plants well-watered and 
use mulch to conserve water.
And what are the indicators 
for summer? 
When the pōhutukawa blooms, 
the land is telling us summer 
is here. And when it’s sum-
mer on land, its partner the 
ocean knows, and the kina 
are fat and ready to eat. 
Happy summer!
Whenua Warrior was founded 
in 2017 by Kelly Francis. See the 
team’s mahi and learn more at 
https://whenuawarrior.co.nz/
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For an honest job at competitive rates

Electrician • Electrical Inspection 
 New Work • Alterations • Maintenance  
Troubleshooting • Data & Audio Cabling 

Phone Points • Stove Repairs  
 Hot Water Connections & Repairs

18 HASTIE AVE, MĀNGERE BRIDGE

 

HELP LOCALS 
BUY LOCAL.

ADVERTISE HERE
Email: friends@fof.nz

CHECK IT OUT

Catch all the action 
this summer!
For up-to-date info about 
events in Māngere Bridge, 
visit our website – https://
aboutmangerebridge.nz/
events/ You can add your 
own events too! Have a go – 
it’s easy and it’s FREE!

ON THE WEB

It’s All About Māngere Bridge:  
Your community news.
We invite anyone who lives or 
works in Māngere Bridge to 
contribute to this newsletter. 
Send us your news, events, 
activities and achievements! 
If you run a local business, 
consider buying advertising 
space – or advertise on 
our website for free!
Your contributions help 
make the newsletter and 
the website relevant – to 
keep us informed about 
what’s happening locally and 
reflect our rich diversity.
Email us: friends@fof.nz
Ngā mihi  
koutou – 
greetings 
to all.

Outstanding Ambury Park 
A special mention to our very own 
Ambury Regional Park, which has 
been recognised yet again – this 
time at the 2022 New Zealand Rec-
reation Awards, where it won the 
‘Outstanding Park’ Award. 
In 2020, Ambury received a silver 
award at the International Large 
Urban Parks Awards. It was the 
only park in the southern hemi-
sphere to be recognised that year. 
Ambury has also been award-
ed multiple Green Flag Awards 
throughout the years. 
Read the full story on our website.

WASTEWISE FOCUS

Tips for a 
Wastewise 
Christmas
Less is more, people!
If you really want to reduce your 
waste to landfill this Christmas,  
consider giving less – but with  
more thought. 
One idea seen recently sug-
gests: ‘something to eat, some-
thing to share, something they 
want, something to wear’. 
We’d add to that ‘something to do’. 
Aim to keep your red bin as emp-
ty as possible. Consider:

No Christmas crackers – nobody 
wants all that plastic junk. Instead, 
collect corny ‘dad’ jokes and hand 
them out to be read at the dining

 

table – and scour the op-shops 
for fun fabric hats or reindeer 
antlers to use year after year.
When wrapping gifts, swap pa-
per for reusable fabric.
Create fabulous memories with 
experiences like a trip up the Sky 
Tower or a picnic at the beach.
Get your hands floury and 
bake some sweet treats.


